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Bolgesel dengeleri degistirecek adim: Ermenistan o
topraklardan vazgeciyor

Ermenistan Bagbakani Nikol Pasinyan, Siinik ili'nden bin 200 kilometrekarelik alanin
Azerbaycan’a devrini ve Tiirkiye'ye sinirli sinir erisimi 6ngéren “bélgesel normallesme
anlagmasi”“ni duyurdu. Plan, Pasinyan'in “Dérdiincli Ermenistan Cumhuriyeti” vizyonunun
parcasi.
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ARMENIAN PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS 2026:
EXTERNAL INFORMATION CHALLENGES AND COUNTERMEASURES

During the months preceding the parliamentary elections held in the Republic of Armenia
on June 7, 2026 (specifically from May 1, 2025, to June 7, 2026), a study of the external
information field related to our country revealed numerous incidents and campaigns of
disinformation, foreign information manipulation and interference (FIMI)?, and malicious
informational activities. The targets included the state and public institutions of the Republic of
Armenia, government policies, high-ranking state officials, various political and public figures, as
well as the international community—specifically focusing on the Republic of Armenia's reputation
within it.

OBJECTIVE: The majority of the recorded incidents and campaigns of disinformation, or
those exhibiting characteristics of FIMI, alongside malicious informational activities, were
observable as elements of a broader information and psychological influence process. They aimed
to diminish trust in the state and public institutions, political leaders, and foreign partners of the
Republic of Armenia during the sensitive pre-election period and in general; to increase public
cognitive vulnerability and misdirection, as well as skepticism regarding the ability to discern the
truth; and to model public attitudes and behavior in a direction desired by the initiators of these
informational operations, whether foreign state or non-state actors.

DYNAMICS: Within the observed period from May 1, 2025, to June 7, 2026, the
quantitative and chronological analysis of the recorded incidents and campaigns of disinformation,
or those exhibiting characteristics of FIMI, demonstrated a steady monthly increase in
informational attacks leading up to the parliamentary elections on June 7 of this year, followed by
a sharp surge during the actual pre-election period. Specifically, during the first six months of
monitoring (from May 1 to November 1, 2025), an average of 4 conventionally major incidents or
campaigns were observed per month; during the second six-month period (from November 1,
2025, to May 1, 2026), the monthly average rose to 20. Concurrently, within the period from May
1 to June 7, 2026, the average monthly indicator exceeded 100.

2 Foreign Information Manipulation and Interference (FIMI) refers to coordinated external informational operations aimed at manipulating or
influencing values, procedures, and political processes, whereas disinformation is false or misleading content intended fo cause harm. See the
handbook: "Disinformation, Foreign Information Manipulation and Interference: Awareness Guide during the Electoral Process"
published by the IPRC. URL. https:/iprc.am/hpwqblnn-nLnbgnyg/ (accessed. 16.07.2026).




DISSEMINATION ENVIRONMENT AND PLATFORMS: False, manipulated,
or contextually distorted news, articles, and posts, as well as various photos and videos related in
one way or another to the Republic of Armenia and its interests, were published and/or
disseminated across:

Well-known or lesser-known news websites in Armenian and foreign languages (Russian,
English, Turkish, Azerbaijani, Georgian, etc.);

Armenian and foreign-language websites (Russian, English, Spanish, French, etc.) of
suspicious origin or temporary operation;

Major social networks—predominantly X and Facebook—primarily by fake or temporary
accounts, bots, and trolls (in Armenian, English, French, etc.), as well as via Telegram channels
(in Armenian, Russian, etc.).

In the majority of incidents and campaigns, the dissemination of materials was coordinated and
took place simultaneously across multiple platforms. On X, prominent Information Manipulation
Sets (IMS, such as Storm-1516, Matryoshka [Operation Overload], etc.) were particularly
active. Aside from the operations of these well-known groups, distinct activity from other accounts
displaying inauthentic behavior was also observed on the platform. On Facebook, the highest level
of activity by users exhibiting inauthentic behavior was observed specifically during the few weeks
leading up to the elections."

TACTICS AND TECHNIQUES: The analysis of the informational attacks demonstrated
that the false and manipulated content utilized in these operations was created with the extensive
use of Artificial Intelligence (Al) tools. To impart credibility to the resulting synthetic textual
(including in the form of forged documents) and audiovisual content, the branding, logos, names,
and faces of well-known international and Armenian media outlets, organizations, and prominent
figures were impersonated. Newly created websites, as well as previously established ones (often
with names mimicking reputable media outlets), fake accounts, and networks of bots and trolls
were deployed. Furthermore, techniques involving multi-platform and multilingual dissemination,
the use of hashtags, and other methods for the artificial amplification of content were utilized.

NARRATIVES: Various groundless narratives were developed and attempts were made
to disseminate them among the international and Armenian public. The following were emphasized
most heavily:




Concessions on Sovereignty, National Identity, and Territorial Integrity:
The Republic of Armenia was portrayed as a state losing its sovereignty and control over its
territory and economy due to the policies and actions pursued by the government in power at the
time.
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Bolgesel dengeleri degistirecek adim: Ermenistan o
topraklardan vazgeciyor

Ermenistan Bashakani Nikol Paginyan, Siinik ili'nden bin 200 kilometrekarelik alanin
Azerbaycan'a devrini ve Tiirkiye'ye sinirh sinir erisimi 6ngéren “bélgesel normallesme
anlasmasi”ni duyurdu. Plan, Paginyan'in “Dérdiinci Ermenistan Cumbhuriyeti” vizyonunun

parcasi.
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Armenia to Cede 1,200 km* of Syunik to Azerbaijan,
Transfer Border Zone to Turkey

Figure 1 shows the beginning of an article published in Russian on the Bloknotf,Jru website (26.12.2025), which claims that "Armenia is
qoing to transfer its rights to use the Araks River to Turkey." Figure 2 shows a section of an article published in Turkish on the Odaty[.jcom
website (14.10.2025), stating that "the Republic of Armenia is preparing to hand over 1,200 square kilometers of territory from the Syunik
Province to Azerbaijan and a border area to Turkey." Figure 3 shows a frame from an English-language video published on the X platform
(16.10.2025) and disseminated by suspicious accounts, which circulated the claim made in the article described in Figure 2.




lllegality, Corruption, and Personal Enrichment: A depiction was crafted according to
which members of the Armenian government and high-ranking officials lead luxurious and
extravagant lifestyles, possess and conceal foreign assets from the public, are entangled in corrupt
schemes, and are preparing to safely leave (escape) the country if necessary.

YEPHBIN PHIHOK OPFAHOB MALMHSIHA: KAK FTTABA APMSIHCKOIO iravan calxalanir: Pasinyanla bagli inaniimaz
TPABUTE/IbCTBA MPOJAET CBOMX PAX[AH M0 YACTAM BO iddia yayild
OPAHLMIO [1J151 TPAHCTIUTAHTALLAN 600:30 a

Pashinyan’s Black Market for Organs:

How the Armenian Prime Minister Is

Selling His Citizens Piece by Piece to

France for Transplants Bir qrup amerikai jurmals trefindon aparian gors,

By Lucas Leiroz - Marc @7 om0 y i ligiin genigmi sxema icazs verib. Bu faaliyyatin
taskilatgilara 2022-2026-ci illar arasinda taxminan 30 milyon dollar galir gatirdiyi bildirilir.

Figure 1 shows the beginning of an article published in Russian (@n English version is also available) on the website of "The Foundation to
Battle Injustice” (R-FBI), which claims that Armenian state officials, led by the Prime Minister, are exporting human organs to France with the
involvement of medical institutions. Figure 2 shows the English-language republication of the mentioned article on the Vitforeignpolicyf.Jcom
website (15.03.2026). Figure 3 shows the Azerbaijani-language republication of the article on the Globalinfo[.Jaz website (17.03.2026).

Immoral or Unhealthy Behavior, and Distancing from National and Traditional Values:
Members of the Armenian government, officials, and occasionally civil servants were presented as
mentally unstable, immoral, or physically unhealthy. The themes of granting privileges to minorities,
as well as leading the country toward "Islamization" and "Turkification," were exploited as signs of
turning away from traditional values.

a Mattia De Pacla o B
3 @pinnadrums

(2 Mekasars napezon LGBTQ+ representatives will support Nikol Pashinyan in the upcoming
ILGA-Europe will participate in the LGBTQ+ festival in Yerevan. The Yerevan elections 3

Supports LGBTQ+ festival will take place on August 25, 2026, with the with the full support of the Armenian government.
support of the Armenian government and Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan. o

AravotDaily @ZDF @welt

5:50 PM - 6 anp. 2026 r. - 100,3 Teic. npocmoTpa

The figures show frames from English-language videos (06.04.2026) published as part of a campaign on the X platform, which circulated
claims about an alleged LGBTQ+ parade fo be held in Yerevan with the support of the Armenian Government and the Prime Minister. The
campaign is highly likely attributed to the Matryoshka (Operation Overload) IMS.
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Electoral Fraud and Foreign Interference: Attempts were made to cast doubt on
the execution of democratic elections in the Republic of Armenia, including through claims of
electoral fraud allegedly planned with the support of Western countries. Armenia's relations with the
West and France were targeted, with accusations raised against them for interfering in Armenia's
political decisions and internal affairs.

THE REAL DARK JUDGE &
@ROYALMRBADNEWS

The Armenians are being denied free elections. New software for Pashinyan's
victory exposed by a high-ranked whistleblower,

Source: haymitg.am/%D5%BE%D5%A1%D

JPashinyan agrees t?-Tuﬂ@ishﬂmilitary base in
» Armenia under non-public'deal with EU backing

00:00/02:17 ¢ & Y] A
5:43 PM - May 22, 2026 - 1.4M Views

®)

Figure 1 shows a frame from an English-language video published on the X platform 09.05.2026) as part of a campaign claiming that
"Armenia has signed an agreement allowing Turkey to establish a military base near Gyumri, and as part of this deal, EU diplomats have
assured that international observers will ignore election irregularities.” This campaign is highly likely attributed to the Storm-1516 IMS. Figure
2 shows a post and a video frame from another campaign, also highly likely attributed fo Storm-1516, which references a temporary Armenian
website, Haymitqf.Jam, to claim an alleged information leak from the Central Electoral Commission of Armenia; according to this claim, an
electronic program named "Curtain" was developed under the instructions of RA Prime Minister N. Pashinyan to monitor voting booths and
manipulate votes.

COUNTERMEASURES:  To mitigate the potential impact of foreign malign information
operations directed against our country, and to raise awareness and vigilance among the general
public in Armenia as well as the international community, the Information and Public Relations
Center of the Prime Minister's Office has implemented a range of measures, including:

Detecting malign foreign information operations and providing rapid briefings to the
Government of Armenia and state bodies, ensuring a rapid and unified response;

Producing and circulating informative videos and quidelines for the general public;
Creating, launching, and promoting Stugel.am-a tool powered by advanced Al technologies
designed to verify the credibility of textual content, images, and videos;

Working closely with Armenian and international media outlets, fact-checking platforms,
and think tanks by providing expert commentary, consultations, or information exchange;

Raising awareness and drawing attention to current information challenges through
meetings, discussions, and conferences with international partners and social media platform
representatives.




